
Holy Apostolic Catholic Assyrian Church of the East - Mar Yosip Parish, San Jose 

2nd Annual Tea Time 
 

 On August 26th, 2007 Mar Yosip Parish of San Jose celebrated its 2nd 
Annual Tea Time. The Tea Party was held at Villa Ragusa in Campbell. The 
Ladies Auxiliary of the parish and other church members helped organize this 
event. A portion of the proceeds of the Tea Party will benefit all the Assyrians 
in need in our homeland, especially the needy Assyrian children.  What a 
successful event it turned out to be!  
 

 At the beginning of the event, we were all greeted by three of Mar Yosip’s youth dressed 
up as teapots:  
 
*  Briteel Babaei (left) 

*  Natasha Joudo (Middle) 
Adessa Kiryakos (Right). 

 
 
At the entrance of the hall was a teapot shaped balloon that became the main attraction for all our 

photos with our three girls dressed in their teapot costumes. Upon entering the 
hall, everyone was in awe at how beautiful everything looked, many 
commented that it looked like something you would see in a fairy tale. All 400 
women that attended had a wonderful time enjoying the company of family 
and friends while admiring all the different themes on each table. 
 

 Our hostesses went to great lengths to decorate their individual tables with specific 
themes and making them look extraordinarily beautiful. They then served us tea 
with homemade kadeh and nazookeh. We were also served homemade jajik and 
light sandwiches. We held a raffle for over 10 gifts ranging from a Gucci purse to 
gold jewelry and some Assyrian money. Also, Arabella Babaei read a beautiful 
poem about Assyrian Women called ‘My Dream’ .  
 
Cor-Bishop David Royel then addressed the women by giving us the ultimate example of The 

Holy Virgin Mary and how we, as Assyrian women, can use Her as an example 
for our lives and be ready to say ‘yes’  just as She did when She was asked. He 
then encouraged us all by a reading from Proverbs 31 from the Old Testament. 
Here, King Solomon describes a wife and mother not just by her 
accomplishments and achievements but also by her reverence to God.  
Qasha David then blessed the event with a prayer. This is most definitely an 
event no women would want to miss next year!  
 

On behalf of all who attended we would like to thank; The Ladies Auxiliary Committee of Mar 
Yosip Parish and all the ladies of the parish that 
contributed to making this event as successful as it was. 
We would also like to thank Ramseena Shallo and 
Dilmona Stephanpour from Mar Yosip’s youth for 
taking photos of the event. Also, Thanks to Sargis 
Benjamin for his videography.  

 
Written By; Svetlana Amiri 
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